NEWS FROM THE NEW LINCOLN CO. FOODS GROUP

by Judy Pelletier, LC Foods

 The Lincoln Co. Foods Group (LCFG) is a spin-off of Lincoln County Extension's Lincoln County Foods Project. Our Project sponsors the food group meetings with the goal of pulling like-minded people together to form a community group focused on food and agriculture in Lincoln County. The new group will set strategies and goals for strengthening our local food system.  

Composed of county producers, i. e. farmers, fishermen, and those making value added products together with buyers, farmers' markets and consumers, The Lincoln Co. Foods Group (LCFG) is interested in strengthening access to local foods, farms and fisheries. 

The meetings give everyone an opportunity to help shape the direction of Lincoln County’s food system. Typically held once a month on a Wednesday from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm in the Lincoln County Extension Office Conference Room, the next meeting will be held on July 6th. 

LCFG has already sponsored a F.E.A.S.T. (Food Education & Access Solutions Together) that featured speakers such as Sharon Thornberry, Community Resource Developer for Oregon Food Bank and recipient of the 2009 Billi Odegaard Public Health Genius Award for her work on strengthening food systems throughout Oregon, Jeff Feldner, Oregon Sea Grant Extension Fisheries and Seafood Specialist speaking on ways to integrate our seafood industry into the local foods movement, Liz Olsen of the  Master Gardeners' Association Community Gardens, Randy Walker of Walker Farms, and a local grocer. 

After a fabulous luncheon that featured recipes using locally produced and donated foods, the group split into committees of various interests such as processing, markets, and communications. 

A need for establishing a year-long farmers' market venue was expressed, and one of the significant outcomes of the LCFG meetings is the Winter Market Planning committee which has met twice so far.  Although the Winter Market is still in developmental stages, at least four farms have committed to producing for Winter Market.

The group is sponsoring the Lemonade Stand Project at the Newport Saturday Market which funds a project that matches SNAP dollars spent at a local Farmers' Market. 

The LCFG is a cooperative effort of Lincoln County Foods Project and non-profit Ten Rivers Food Web which serves Lincoln, Benton and Linn Counties.  

Do you want to increase awareness and access to local foods and agriculture? This is your opportunity to share your ideas and take action to make them happen. 

For more information or questions please contact The Lincoln Co. Extension Office or Chloe Rico, chloe.rico@occc.cc.or.us, 541-867-8672

